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"I will talk to Brother Ying about it when he comes,"
Hsi-mfen said.
When Po-chueh came, Hsi-men took him to the hall and
explained the situation.
"I came to congratulate you on your birthday/' Po-chueh
said. "But now that your goods have come, I have still further
reason to congratulate you. Their arrival on such a day is a *
good omen. You say you need a man. I happen to have an old
friend who is the very fellow for you. He knows the silk trade
inside out, but he has had bad luck and is out of employment
at the moment. He is about forty years old. He is a good judge
of silver; he can write and keep accounts, and all things
considered, he is an excellent business man. His name is Kan
and his second name Ch'u-sh6n. He lives in a house of his
own in Stone Bridge Alley."
"Splendid!" Hsi-men Ch'ing said. "Tell him to come and
see me to-morrow."
Li Ming, Wu Hui and ChSng FSng came and kotowed.
In a short time the other musicians followed them. They were
entertained in one of the<side rooms. Then one of the servants
came and said he had been to summon the singing-girls.
""But I cannot get Moonbeam to come," he said. "Her
old woman says she was all dressed and ready to start, when
somebody came from the princely family of Wang and
took her away. So I only got Exquisite, Graceful and Splen-
dour."
"What rubbish!" Hsi-mgn Ch'ing declared. "Not come
indeed! and why not?" He turned to ChSng Rng. "What
does your sister mean by refusing to come? Is it true that
anybody from Wang's place took her away?"
Chgng F£ng knelt down. "I do not live at home," he said,
"I know nothing about it."
"She thinks if she says she is going to sing at Wang's place,
that will settle the matter and I shall not be able to touch her."
Then he said to Tai An: "Take my card and two soldiers
and go to Wang's. Ask for the young lord Wang. Tell him
that I am entertaining a few guests here to-day and that
Moonbeam promised to come. We should be very much
obliged if he would see that she does come. If there is any
demur, arrest the old woman and throw her into gaol. Let her

